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EXORDIUM Q

Incinerator: To build or not to build

4A Kan Yue Ming Alan

Imagine one day when you got out of your house, you realized there were
tons of rubbish bags which blocked the door gate, then, you might wonder
why the rubbish wasn't sent to the landfills when you remembered all the
landfills in Hong Kong had completely been full already. How would you
feel? In fact, if we cannot find a way to deal with our waste before 2017,
the imagination will probably come true without any doubt. Up to this stage
in Hong Kong, building an incinerator is the best way to reduce rubbish to
be dumped in the landfills.

In terms of the effectiveness, building an incinerator is a fast and practical
way to tackle the rubbish problem. Hong Kong is a densely populated
city where finding places as landfills is really bad. Besides, the incinerator
requires a relatively smaller place than a landfill.It does not only reduce
the solid mass of the original waste but also turns sewage into non-toxic
waste after several treatments which can be put onto the landfills without
contaminating the environment. The ash produced can even be recycled to
become a useful material.

For the pollution produced by the incinerator, some of the people may
concern that ‘burning rubbish’ may produce many pollutants and air
pollution in Hong Kong will get more and more serious. Nonetheless, due
to the improvement of technology and with better design, incinerators
nowadays have better emission control; and different pollutants such as
carbon dioxide, dioxin and oxides of nitrogen. As a result, these pollutants
released by modern incinerators have significantly dropped. For instance,

many developed countries, including Japan, France, Taiwan and America
have plenty of incinerators to incinerate rubbish. Even Taiwan has 20
incinerators and many of the incinerators are actually located near the
residential areas. Hong Kong citizens do not need to worry too much about
the hazardous air pollutants which will affect their health and cause cancer.

For some people, they think that building an incinerator is expensive and it
does not deserve the cost. Nevertheless, building an incinerator in fact can
bring other additional values other than incinerating rubbish. Electricity
is generated while combusting rubbish. In addition, incinerators can even
become a famous tourist attraction. The Maishima Waste Treatment
Center in Japan is one of the examples. The outer wall is designed by
Friendensreich Hundertwasser and it helps to earn income from tourists.

To sum up, building an incinerator can definitely relieve the problem of
saturation of landfills in Hong Kong. Time is running short before the
landfills are all completely full and saturated. Before Hong Kong citizens
start to throw less rubbish, building an incinerator might be the best way to
slow down the problems of treating waste in Hong Kong.

(This article was awarded the Most Creative Writer — Bronze Award
(Senior Secondary Division) in Hong Kong Primary & Secondary School
English Writing Competition 2014-2015, organized by Asia Children
Education Association.)

How to get our blue sky back

3A Lee Man Ching

‘Recently, the Environmental Protection Department stated that the
pollution in Hong Kong has been getting much more serious...” Mum and
I were watching TV and discussing the environmental problems in Hong
Kong. ‘Mum, have you noticed that our sky is getting darker? How can we
get our blue sky back?’ I said conscientiously.

‘So, firstly, we should take less private car as these private cars give out
a lot of greenhouse gases when they burn the fuel. The greenhouse gases
include carbon dioxide. The particles in the gases may pollute the air which
will also make our sky gloomy. Therefore, we should take public transport
more often?

‘Annie, do you know what kind of pollution will also destroy our blue
sky?

‘Hmm...Hong Kong is an acuity which focuses heavily on commercials, is
it light pollution?’1 asked curiously,

‘Yes, it is! If we can control the situation, we can see a crowd of stars at
night and a blue sky during the day. Therefore, we should turn off most of
the lights at night if possible so that we can prevent the light from reflecting
upwards to the sky and let the suspended particulates in the atmosphere
scatter around, which makes our sky dusty.’

'Mum...seems like getting our blue sky back is really hard...’I sighed.

‘Hey Annie! I know one of the methods that we can do to protect the
environment in a much more convienient and effective way. It is to join
more events organized by those environmental protection organisations,
such as Greenpeace... In 2006, they helped the ‘Action Blue Sky
Campaign’ which aimed to get our blue sky back. When everyone pays a
little bit more effort, it is easy to attain our goal!’

‘Oh mum! I hope that those smokers can smoke fewer cigarettes, as they
give out toxic mist that pollutes the air! Moreover, the particles inside it
will make our sky dirty. As a result, the smokers should consider their
health and environment and smoke less,’ I said.

‘Annie, do you know an old saying, “Many a little makes a mickle”? When
all of the citizens do something to fulfill their duties, our world will become
better!” Mum said ambitiously.

We all can be a magician. Let the gloomy
sky go and bring our blue sky back!

(This writing was awarded the Most

Creative Writer — Bronze Award (Junior

Secondary Division) in Hong Kong Primary

& Secondary School English Writing »
Competition 2014-2015, organized by Asia
Children Education Association.)
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ShOCk-and-awe 4E Au Yeung Connor Christopher Ka Hei

The room looked empty. Two beds, a window, 500 feet of space, with a
toilet and kitchen. This was meant for two tenants - students living around
halls, really. Yet, it contained only enough things for one to drink, wear, eat
and use.

‘What can | do?’ | looked at the empty, box-laden bed.
‘You have to do it, really.’

The photo on the balcony was the only souvenir left by Sal before he went
away.

Sal wasn’t really a star nor a cripple regarding his studies at university -
just like mine, European Studies. We would listen to tales of Napoleon’s
expansion in some lessons, and sometimes it would be about Frederick
the Great. | did quite well af the faculty, so at times | would take him to
the professor’s for chat and often, dinner. Our relationship was mutually
beneficial: Me for his studies and him for my socialising. In contrary to his
studies, he was popular at the block. | even used to laugh at him that he
would get around the girls” dormitory sooner or later.

‘Unlike you who shrink at the library!” He would retort in humour.

We had been like friendly colleagues (not friends, since he stayed only for
half a year with me atf the dorm here_ for some time, and everything went
without a hitch.

Then he left, without nofifying even me.

Given my rather selective social circle, | heard neither about the
speculations nor any information about his departure. As to what | knew,

some thought it was due 1o his gender preference (to be simple, being gay).
While some said it was about his family’s inability to support him financially,
and some claimed it was because of a potent unrequited feeling fo some
unknown female friend. Then in March, a letter came.

Chris;

Can’t write. ISIL. Family hostage. May be dead. Farewell.
@fallujah
Sal

Two days later, a telephone call arrived.

*Chris Sanders!”’

'Yes. Who are you?”

‘Foreign Office. Your acquaintance, Sal Fortman is dead. I’'m sorry. He has
left an order to give you a letter and 2000 pounds deposited af the Bank of
England. Come af ...

The early April rain dampened Sal’s note as | held it under the near-useless
umbrella. The only part | remembered was that his family, being Christians
were arrested by ISIL when they trampled Northern Irag. He tried to save
them, only to be ambushed by a group of militants upon arrival at Baghdad.
‘All dead.”’

Curse war. | went down the stairs.

What now? | furned to my own chair. | would leave. Leave this room. Never
shall I remember this. Never again.

A ghost story 3D Chao Adrian Arthur

Mary woke up at midnight. She found the door was open wide and the wind
was blowing strong. Closing the door, she found the wind bringing about a
cool breeze. She went to close the windows. She found a teddy bear lying
on the ground, but she knew it was on the table a while ago. She went back
fo bed. She could not get to sleep because she felt that something wasn’t
right, so she went downstairs to get a drink.

As she was preparing herself a drink, she heard a noise in her grandfather’s
dungeon. She went to check the dungeon, and to her surprise, the door
which was sealed had been broken free. Then she went down to investigate.
She only found some old dusty boxes filled with cobwebs, nothing out of the
ordinary. Just when she thought everything was normal, she was shocked to

see the teddy bear on the staircase. It sent a chill down her spine.

She felt scared at first but camed down. She went back to bed saying this
was all just an illusion and it would never happen. She wanted to have some
peace. But she was awoken by a noise.

The noise said, "Wake up, Mary!”

Mary shrieked, and her mother came in to see her. It was actually just a
dream, or was it?

She looked at the teddy bear in her hands and said, 'l don’t know. All | know
is it's gone ... for now.’

Some little tips about how to perform better i in

Lee Ching Yu Joey

English exams.

All about Practice

People always say that ‘one minute of performance on stage, ten years
of hard work off stage’. Indeed, gaining good results in the public exams
requires practice after practice. English is a language which you cannot
master instantly, but you need to immerse yourself in the world of English
constantly. In the following, | would like to share with you some of my own
fips in studying English.

In refrospect, | started to equip myself for the public exam from secondary
four. At that time, | read the South China Morning Post every day. Not only
did I learn a lot of new vocabulary, but also different writing styles and
sentence patterns. More importantly, you have to ‘digest” what you have
read and apply it in your own writing. The more you write, the better you
get. Good English writing usually consists of elements like explicit language,
logical reasoning, creativity and addressing the target readers correctly.

Apart from writing, listening is another vital part of English. Yet, listening is
not simply ‘listening’. How good you are at listening depends on how good
you can express what you have heard. Therefore, in order to perform well
in listening papers, you have to jot notes quickly and calmly analyze the
reading materials given. Before you start writing the tasks, make sure you
have a clear outline or planning which will surely enhance your organization
and content, Having good planning is surely advantageous for getting
good results,

(Graduate of 2013-2014)

As for the speaking paper, grab every
chance you have to practice. There is no
way you can do well in the speaking paper
unless you have fried different question
types and really do speak up. You should speak fluently, Iog|colly and
confidently. Remember, it is not necessary for you to dominate the discussion
to impress the examiners. As long as you participate in the discussion in a
natural way, you can also get a satisfactory result,

Lastly, regarding the reading paper, do not be frustrated when you
first approach the lengthy passages. In fact, there are skills which help
you answer the questions even if you do not understand the passages
comprehensively. First, read the questions before reading to gain a concept
of what the passages are about. Then, figure out the key issue of every
paragraph by scanning and skimming. The topic sentences generally
give you the hint of the main ideas. Finally, fry to attempt the questions by
rephrasing the main points in the passage. Do not freak out when you are
stuck on one question, move on to other questions and come back to it
afterwards. After all, attempting to answer all questions is better than having
one question perfectly correct,

To conclude, the above are some little tips about how to attain better
grades in English exams. However, English as a language ought to be
dynamic, vivid and ordinary in use. Instead of being over exam-oriented,
why not have fun in learing English and put it into daily practice?
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