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EXORDIUM

English - An Exquisite Tool? s Amamak

The first time | heard the word
“debate" was in a debate work-
shop at school. The teacher in
charge told me that | should join

DA NIV W @ ) the school team because she
thought | had much potential and

could be a successful debater. | was skeptical and a little clue-
less as to what “debate” even was. |, eventually joined the
English Debate Team in Form 3, as | kept hesitating in Form 1
and 2. | was panicky that my English was not good enough and
I might be teased by the others.

Most of you may be under the impression that English
debaters must have excellent English standard. This is not the
case. However, it can be nourished from English debating. -

When you think of school activities, it is most likely the ones
that teach you skills which are useful in academic studies and
everyday life. Would you appreciate the people who teach
you, the opponents or even teammates that challenge you?
Most important of all, there are friends who are always there for
you whenever you win or lose. This is what | have got from the
team.

When | first stepped into the debate room, | had no idea
what | was going to face. Would | make friends with those
strangers? Would | discover who | really was? Would | be brave
enough fo step on stage and speak in front of the public? Luck-
ily. the coach and teammates cared about me. They comfort-
ed me when | was depressed and encouraged me to keep
going forward when | was in a struggle.

From my experience, debate is not about winning trophies
and collecting academic accomplishments _
to put on your resume. It helps change your
attitude towards speaking English. English is
not an art to be mastered, it is a tool to realize
yourself as a fighter. '

Once | competed with a weaker English
speaker. Every one in the Hall was watching
him and listening to him attentively. What | ¢

really noticed was, even though this speaker did not speak
fluently, he did not feel embarrassed. There was no feeling of
being judged. There was no shyness. In fact, quite the opposite,
this speaker put all his focus on the speech and tried every
means to deliver his speech clearly.

This is why we do debate! This is what we can learn from
debate! When we are having a debate, we are not afraid of
being judged, or we just do not feel
being judged. Instead, we focus
~> 2 entirely on what we say to convince

the audience that we are right. Our
concern |s never obouT moklng

aftitude if we want ’ro improve our
spoken English and have a more effective communication with
others, which indeed, benefits our future path.

After that competition, | pushed myself hard to do my very
best. | have spent almost two years, leaming, fighting, pouring
my heart into each performance, and then becoming what |
am today.

Debate has played a very influential role in my school life. It
has constantly challenged my views, tested my limits, and
pushed me harder than any other activities. Being forced to
speak has helped me ward off my shyness and become more
sociable. It has also broadened my horizons and taught me
lessons that | could never lean from reading. It has perhaps
played the biggest role in my intellectual interests and has
shaped much of my life.

So if you want to speak English with great confidence, here
is the advice. When you speak,
don’t focus on yourself. Focus on g
the other people and the result
you want to achieve.

English foday is not an art to
be maostered. It is an exquisite
tool to help you succeed. And,
that tool belongs to you.

My personal growth in English M.C. Society

; It is my honour fo be a member of the
English M.C. Society as | have gained a lot.
Nominated as the Master of Ceremony

for the Annual Speech, | was very excited
§ but nervous. In order to do my part well, |
had to aftend infensive trainings and prac-
- fise a lof. When | performed my duty on
 Annual Speech Day, | mixed up the proce-
dures. | was so embarrassed standing on the
: stage, but | remained calm, referred to the

script 1mmed|oTer and handled the unexpected situation.
‘Well done, Timothy!” — the encouragement from my teachers
really meant a lot to me and drove me to strive for excellence.

3A Kwong Ho Kwong

Being a core member of the English Young Reporter
Porgramme, | have to film short English videos, interview
students in our school, efc. | encountered a lot of difficulties
during the production process, e.g. feeling embarrassed in
front of the camera, forgetting the scrlp’rs However, | have
learnt how to solve problems — -
and do better.

All these experiences help
improve my communication
skills, boost my confidence in
speaking English, and most
importantly, help with my
personal growth. ‘




