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Fighting fire, forming fabulous faces

It was a dry, dark, depriving morning. Edward
jumped out of bed at 6 a.m. It was a strange early
time, not even the sun was shining. He folded his
sheets neatly, tumed off the ringing alarm in his
phone and swiped the window blinds away to each
side and opened the windows. Feeling a cold breeze [
blowing onto his cheeks, Edward let the worries of
his exams go with the blow of breeze and turned his
body around towards the toilet. When he went to the mirror, he sighed and
wore a smile on his face, though he still had to brush his teeth. After he
finished all of that, he changed into shirts and jeans, aiming to go for a
wonderful breakfast.

Filled with the scent of flowers, a melody of birds and a cool guy
walking on the streets, this moring was a perfect one. It was like a miracle.
Edward was searching for a restaurant to match the symphony of the birds
and the joyful atmosphere. He had been missing it due to his busy schedule

and heavy load of exams. It was 7 a.m. when he sat at the table and ordered.

Finishing his breakfast alone at the table, Edward heard a stunning
alarm sound, not from his pocket but from a building within his sight. Smoke
was seen hillowing from the several apartments in the middie level. Edward’s
steps were heavier and heavier as he was afraid of having his own home
grilled. 'Pray it isn't my house. Pray it isn't my home," mumbled on his way
home.

Getting closer to the building and hearing sirens, he joined the crowd
and took out his phone to take pictures. Although he was uncertain about his
home's safety, he decided not to do anything reckless as he thought that he
should be the same as the people surrounding. Instead, he would just wait
for the firefighters to do their job. A team of firefighters ran into the building to
see the inside of the building. They came back down and one of them, a tall
muscular man covered by a heavy suit, said, 'Hey kid, can you help us to
rescue somebody who is trapped inside?' Edward's face went pale as paper.
‘Somebody will die! We need someone! Quick Joe!" his teammate said.

'Alright, Alright!" Joe responded. The crowd's eyes were all on Edward.
He had no choice, feeling forced to follow Joe under enormous pressure
from the crowd. Edward took a look around. Some of them looked scornful,
but he had to go.

'Kid, what's your name?' Joe asked.

Creation

Having an intelligent machine such as a smart

assistant can really come in handy, right? Just
imagine you're lying on your bed and ready to fall
asleep. Suddenly, you realize that the lights aren’t
off. Thanks to the creation of smart assistants, the
process has been simplified, to an extreme extent.
All we have to do is to shout ‘Alexa, tumn the lights I
off!’, and we’re good to go. Undeniably, the creation
of Al has really exerted positive effects on our life.
Its application permeates every aspect of our life, education, healthcare,
security, leisure, you name it. But waitl Does Al always exert positive
influences? Have people nowadays started overly relying on the use of big
data algorithms?

People always talk about the benefits of having algorithms. But, have
they ever thought about how these creations are slowly killing our natural
instinets? Human beings have stood out and dominated the world for over
3000 years because of our unique thinking. The way we think and create
simply can’t be replicated by other species. Here comes the irony - we have
the wisdom to programme a machine that simulates humans’ intelligence,
thinks like humans, acts like humans. But humanity is slowly pushed
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‘Just call me Ed,' Edward responded.

'Alright Ed, my name's Joe. Our mission is to get two kids out of a
second storey apartment. It won't be too difficult for you Ed, will it?" he asked,
but Edward could barely see his eyes until he gave him his helmet and pulled
out a jacket the same as his, a red and yellow one and put it on Edward.

"Wow this thing's heavy as a horse! How could we possibly walk in this
gear?' Edward cried through the helmet.

'Ready Ed? Here we go. Follow me closely! Joe set off and they
heaved off their gears and thrust their way into the building. Joe was wearing
an extra helmet he'd got from the truck.

As they went into the building, Edward could feel the strong heat
attacking his torso. He watched Joe searching for somewhere to go up. He
realised the reason why Joe was so concerned that the people were trapped
inside and that it was his job and duty to save them, and with extraordinary
pity and sympathy, Edward struggled inside with fire burning around, hearing
wooden objects collapse from time to time. He searched and found the
staircase. Both rushed to the target apartment where shoutings could be
heard from. They banged into the room. Each placed a kid on their shoulders
and ran down the stairs.

Suddenly, they heard a weak cry for help from a woman trapped under
some fallen wood. 'l have to remove the obstacles in order to help the
woman!" Joe exclaimed and moved the wooden stacks one by one and
finally the woman was free! With a few breaths left to walk, it was too stuffy
for Joe to carry on with the helmet as ashes and smoke went in during the
rescue. Two kids, the woman, Joe and Edward had to escape as soon as
possible as the building was collapsing. When they reached the entrance
and were back on the ground, the two kids were hugged by their parents,
and Edward took off the helmet and jacket. Finally, the heavy stone on his
chest was lifted.

Edward was thinking about the experience he had just had while he
was going home. Having goosebumps on his neck and arms, Edward had
the thought that if he had refused to rescue, those people would have died.
Life was delicate but also strong. Joe passed away for saving an unexpected
confined woman. He sacrificed his chance to live to help the woman and
used his life to influence others. Edward shamed the audience who chose
not to do anything to the trapped. In other words, they were indirectly leading
them to death.
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backward by this technological creation. Let us all ask ourselves - How
many times have we used the voice input function on our phone when all we
have to do is just spell the words. How many times have we pressed the
calculator for discounts when all we have to do is move our brain for one
more second? And how many times have we '‘Googled’ for ideas when all we
have to do is just brainstorm for a bit longer? Wasn't the creation of these
technologies supposed to make people and humanity improve? If the above
ring a bell with you, be alert! Technological creations might be encroaching
on your intelligence.

If we continue to depend on these
creations heavily, let them take over our lives
and bury our distinct creativity, human beings
will no longer have a prestigious position on
Earth. Why? Because we'll all get replaced by
our own creation! ‘Matrix’, ‘Ex Machina’, films
depicting Al colonizing humans are no stranger
to us. They might become true one day. Who knows? Therefore, it's about
time that we gained control of our own lives and made good use of these
unique creations!
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