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HO Tsz Ying

S6 graduate in 2014
Admission to Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Language Education (English)
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in the University of Hong Kong in 2014

Admission to Masters of Science in Applied Linguistics and Second
Language acquisition in the University of Oxford in 2022

Hong Kong Scholarship for Excellence Scheme 2022/23 Cohort Awardee

From Dreaming to Being -

My Way Oxford and to Be a Teacher

My aspiration of being a teacher began to germinate when I was a S2 student in

j this school — probably from the satisfaction of successfully helping others understand a

knowledge point. I believe I am one of the very few fortunate ones to have decided my
future pathway at such an early stage. However, the key to success definitely lies in not taking this advantage for granted. University provides
access to abundant resources and opportunities other than your formal studies. To make the best out of it, you need to be proactive. During
my undergraduate years, apart from studying, I constantly engaged myself in voluntary teaching for local non-government organisations and
education-related programmes held by institutions worldwide. I also worked as a Research Support Fellow in my faculty for two years, to get
myself involved in local educational research projects. By doing all these, I reached an understanding of the actual challenges frontline teachers
face. These experiences have been just as essential as my course content and training, as they have helped me develop the international insight
and consider the practical aspect of issues in education, encouraging me to weave theories into practices while taking into account the distinct
societal context in which our schooling is embedded.

There have been incidences where I have come across thoughts that teaching is almost like a backup plan for degree holders from different
disciplines. However, I responded with what Principal Cheng once said, ‘Our city needs outstanding teachers’. Indeed, it requires more than the
commonly held attributes to be a good teacher. My undergraduate training and years of service have helped me realise that teachers have to not
just be knowledgeable in their subject, but to be wise in content delivery; to not just ask students questions skillfully, but to create a stimulating
and supportive learning environment; to not just discipline and guide students, but to model the way a mindful adult and citizen should behave.
The professional training and development of we practitioners starts as we enter university and there is no end date. Every little incident is an
opportunity for us to reflect upon, to drive us forward and to shape us to be better teachers. Rather than having someone spot the errors and tell
you ways to improve, it is essential for teachers to have this self-reflecting awareness from within ourselves, which cements so much our belief

that teaching is also as much a learning process.

This is also the reason I decided to go back to university to have my professionality stretched further despite my enthusiasm in teaching in
classrooms. I have a strong desire to explore more within the field of language education, particularly Language across the Curriculum (LAC).
This research interest has emerged from my personal experiﬁﬂéé and my school-based observations. I hope, after gaining in-depth professional
knowledge in this area through the Masters prograrﬁfnq_, /I/will be able to participate in teacher training and English curriculum development in
Hong Kong, in order to support language and content-subject teachers in developing LAC teaching strategies that will benefit students’ language
learning. I remember how I spent days and nights feeling so intimidated by the interview invitation; during the actual process, surprisingly, I
found myself very comfortable in elaborating on the reasons for my application and research interest, because those ideas were genuinely my
beliefs. I do think it was this confidence I expressed that convinced the institution of offering me a place to study. This entire process highlighted

to me that having a clear vision of your ambition is important, as much as your confidence in believing what you will achieve.

I have already embarked on my new journey with the Department of Education at the University of Oxford. My first week here was
swamped by new information and induction seminars, as well as opportunities to meet people from around the globe specialising in different
disciplines. I feel deeply, through interacting with my colleagues, that the most precious parts of this Master’s degree journey are the intellectual
exchanges as well as the interaction of the variety of cultural background and living experiences that we are bringing to one another. We need
these interdisciplinary dialogues and genuine ties more than ever in the unprecedented challenging time we are in.

I am really grateful that my Master’s study is financially supported by the HKSAR Government and the China Oxford Scholarships
Fund. With their financial aid, I am able to focus on my studies without worrying about the tuition fees. I am also allowed greater flexibility to
participate in social events with other international students during my free time. I will definitely treasure my time here at Oxford and take the
most with me to contribute to the betterment of language education in Hong Kong for many generations of learners to come.
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: WONG Pui Lun

S.6 graduate in 2022
Admission to the Bachelor of Humanities and Science (Primary
major: Mathematics) at National University of Singapore(NUS)

It has always been my honour and privilege to study in WSCSS. It was only like yesterday when I first entered WSCSS. In the past six
years, I have built so many happy memories that would be imprinted deep in my heart forever. I would never forget Mr Kwong answering my
questions patiently and in detail even in late hours. I would never forget Ms Lui helping me to mark any additional writings and finding Mr Lai
to guide my writing just to prevent me from scoring a 2 in Chinese (eventually my writing gets a 4) . I would never forget Ms Ko marking my
additional writing even I handed it in just a few days before DSE. I would never forget Mr Hui finding many resources and methods to make
the lessons more interactive so that we could completely indulge in LS lessons. I would never forget Ms Lam scheduling tons of supplementary
classes (even during her holidays), and designing additional quizzes just to consolidate our knowledge. I would never forget Ms Kwan giving
us tons of public exam questions to make us well equipped for DSE. I would never forget Mr Tse using so many interesting metaphors and
examples to make the boring biology lessons more vivid and easier to understand. I would never forget Mr Lee, the School Manager, patiently
guiding my oversea university application process until 11 pm... I would love to pay tribute to all the teachers, principal, janitors, and everyone
who have walked along the past 6 years with me in WSCSS. I am completely lost in words expressing my gratitude to every one of you. Thank
you all.

WSCSS is linked with my happiest memory in life. Whenever I think of WSCSS, the shifting branches of cotton trees and golden leaves
that flickered over the pavement to WSC always come to my mind. When I am studying until late hours, these happy memories in WSC come to
my mind and they sort of heal me and enable me to strive for the best.

I am currently studying Mathematics at NUS. NUS is a warm and vibrant community where lecturers and professors are all very kind and
patient. The lectures and tutorials here are very interactive and fun so that you can completely indulge yourself in lessons. Our school is so
beautiful that it would exactly be the university in your dream(check out the infinity swimming pool in Utown!). Though some may deem our
workload heavy or even daunting, professors and lecturers here have done a lot to help us, like holding free-to-join reading sessions to read the
boring stories with us(very useful especially when you encounter long and dull texts). There are tons of benefits of being a member of NUS and
it is impossible to list them all, yet you can always find me for more details.

Hope to see you in NUS in the future!

A modest piece of advice on studying:

If you are a physics student, I strongly encourage you to do all the MCQ of I&djan,/ do20Q a day-and look through the answers carefully.
It only takes about 30 min, and it just costs you the time of 2-3 YouTube videos. Besides, never be fed'up when your score is far beyond
satisfactory, but revising the right way would make some difference.

For chemistry, do the school past papers in Moodle. Our school’s chemistry papers are set extremely well. Sometimes I would feel mind-
boggling while doing them. Ensure all the terminology is the same as the marking scheme as chemistry is a rigorous subject. Personally, [ would
do the 4 years of past paper three times, which usually covers the whole syllabus.

Last but not least, for any subject, ask your teachers if you encounter any difficulties. I believe the teachers in our school are all very nice
and definitely welcome any queries. As Descartes said, “De omnibus dubitandum (doubt everything).” It’s always a good habit to challenge what
the book or even your teacher said. If not, you are no different than being brainwashed.

I understand that WSCSS may not be the first choice for most of you, but from the moment I graduated from WSCSS, I am very proud of
being a member of WSCSS and am glad that I didn’t enter any other secondary schools. I sincerely hope all of you would put on a light smile
when the train passes through Taipo station one day. Wish you guys all the best and hope to see you in NUS soon.
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